
CBS 5 - San Francisco Bay Area's source for news, weather, traffic and sports: Bay Area Shark Attack Leaves Kayaker Unharmed

 Jul 24, 2007 12:09 pm US/Pacific

Bay Area Shark Attack Leaves 
Kayaker Unharmed
(CBS 5 / AP / BCN) BEAN HOLLOW STATE BEACH A man fishing off an isolated 
Northern California beach was tossed out of his kayak when a great white shark 
attacked the tiny boat Saturday.

Dan Prather scrambled back onto the kayak and paddled furiously to shore with the 
help of another boater. The attack left deep gnaw marks on the boat.

The attack occurred Saturday off Bean Hollow State Beach, some 20 miles south of 
Half Moon Bay, where about 18 kayakers launched around 7 a.m. Saturday before 
splitting into two groups.

"Everyone had been fishing for a while -- for a good two, three hours," said John 
Dale of Foster City, a member of the kayak fishermen's club. "From what he told 
me, basically he was fishing and was adjusting a lure, and all of a sudden he was 
thrown from his kayak into the water.

"When he came up, he thought he had been hit by a boat, but when he looked the 
shark was still on the front of his kayak, latched on, gnawing on the kayak. He 
thought about it for a second and decided he better get back onto the kayak, even 
though it was still on the nose."

Prather scrambled back into his kayak, but the force of the attack had knocked his 
seat loose and he fell out two more times.

The shark swam away, leaving Prather's kayak with multiple scratches and 
punctures in its bottom.

While Prather's friends said he's not ready to talk publicly about the attack, they 
said the San Leandro resident never lost his cool or his sense of humor during the 
ordeal.

"He told me, I caught a couple fish ... and a shark," Dale recalled.

Though great white shark sightings are rare near one southern San Mateo County 
beach, rangers are issuing verbal warnings to beachgoers, State Park Ranger Dave 
Augustine said Tuesday.

"The great whites don't usually bother the shallows here," Augustine said, noting 
though that the area is within Northern California's so-called "Red Triangle," known 

http://cbs5.com/


to be a feeding ground for the sharks.

Augustine said no signs are posted at the park to warn of great white sharks, but 
surfers and kayakers are verbally notified when they enter the park, he said.

Ano Nuevo State Preserve, a popular breeding area for elephant seals, lies just 
south of the park and receives about two reports of great white sightings each year, 
Augustine said. Great white sharks may be attracted by seals, he said.

(© CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. The Associated Press and Bay City News 
contributed to this report.)
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